Minutes of the Jefferson County Republican Party

Executive Committee Meeting

Tuesday, May 16, 2006

Chairman Simpson called the meeting to order at Willow Pond at 7:00 p.m. and asked Rev. Hanks to give the invocation. This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call.

P1
Sheppard Salter EA;  Karen Knox EA
P2
Warner and Norman Wilson P

P3
Vacant

P4
Frank Blow P and Virginia Blow EA
P5        Gus Delaney EA; Steve Rissman, Alt P
Bob Davison P


Helen Love P


Susan Rissman P 

P6
Clyde and Diane Simpson P

P7
Ron and Pat Smith P

P8
Sandra Hood EA; Fred Beshears P

P9
David and Merry Ann Frisby P

P10
Bethany Kemp P


James Muchovej P

P11
Beth Hunt P


Raymond McPherson P

P12
Fred Williams EA


Marjorie Zylstra UA

P13
Curt Kiser EA; Bruce Sandell, Alt P

Sally Kiser EA;  Helen Sandell Alt P

P14
Russell Connell – P

P15
Ronald Safford EA; H. Franklin Hatcher Alt – P

Ann Hatcher P

Wendy Moss and Tom Love P

The minutes were approved as read.

Beth Hunt gave the Treasurer’s Report. 

We began the month with a balance of $15,334.74.  We had expenses of $667.88, and contributions of $375.00. This gave us a balance of $15,041.86.  The Committee has approved to spend $2,035.46 ($430.00 for Watermelon Festival Fans, $1,255.46 for Switch Campaign, $100.00 for Cereal Bars, and $250.00 for the Joe Land award.)

We have an ending balance of $13,006.40.

The report was approved as read.

Merry Ann Frisby said that she raised the $100 for the cereal bars privately, and would not be needing the funds provided for that purpose. The Treasurer said she will make this adjustment.

Chairman Simpson said the matching funds from the state party should be forthcoming in the near future.

Next the Chair recognized our guests, Jerry Sutphin, Carl & Mary Hanks, Dave and Wendy Bitner. He also recognized Buddy and Diane for their sponsorship.  He gave a special thank you to Dave and Wendy Bitner who did so much to get Bill 1612 passed. Mr. Sutphin said that Jefferson County should receive 12 million due to that bill.

The Chairman said he & Diane went to a congressional caucus meeting hosted by Allen Cox in Gulf County.  Tom Gallagher was among the speakers.  It was a very informative meeting.
The Chair would like us to have as many “Meet-N-Greets” as possible to get to know the candidates.

Next the Chair introduced Pat Ally, Regional Campaign Coordinator for the Katherine Harris campaign. Pat is looking for volunteers to help in the campaign. (There were several who signed up to help.)

The Chair next recognized Josh Bowling. Josh introduced Daniel Butson, Chairman of the FSU College Republicans. Daniel is very enthusiastic and said of the 3,000 FSU students, 1,500 are Republicans. He will have speakers to bring to us and offered to assist us in any way possible.  He wants to help Jefferson County as well as the surrounding counties. He offered to help us with outreach to Jefferson County schools.  The Chair has pledged our help to Daniel as well.  Daniel introduced Jessica Ballentine and she will be glad to assist as well. Daniel can be reached at fsugop@yahoo.com.

Tom Love gave a report regarding candidate recruitment. The bottom line is not much has changed since January.  There should be new activity when the qualifying cycle begins July 17.

Dale Boatwright is not going to complete his term, and Wendy Moss has qualified for that position.

Tom asked that we let him know if we hear of anyone who is not going to run, or who would like to run for any of the positions available.

Merry Ann Frisby reported on the Republican Women’s activities. The two scholarships were given out last Thursday at the High School. The Chair commended the women for the excellent job they are doing.

Diane Simpson asked if we could use the fans for the parade.  The McCain bill prohibits more than $1,000 being spend on any federal election. Chairman Simpson asked Josh if he would find out about this. We have already spent less than $400 on fans before the deadline.  We need to know if we can have a booth if we don’t pay for it and staff it with volunteers.  The consensus is that this would be all right.  We can have the booth and put it up in a spot for $25.00. Josh said he will bring people over to help with the festivals. He also said he would get answers to all our questions.

Ron Smith reported on precinct vacancies. He asked for any folks ho are interested or others we might suggest for the other alternates.

Beth Hunt reported seeing a sign in Lloyd Acres and was asked to pick it up.

New Business: Dave Bitner suggested we get with other counties for our “Meet-N’Greets” so we can attract good candidates.

Wendy Moss said Ms. Harris will be in the area Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 24.

The Chairman asked for folks to take tickets to sell for the Watermelon Festival Barn Dance at Willow Pond Friday, June 9 from 6:00-10:00 featuring the Encore Band. The price is $15.00 each.

The next order of business was getting Oaths of Office signed by the new precinct committeemen and women and alternates.  

The Chair reminded those who had not paid for their dinner to see Beth Hunt before leaving.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bethany Kemp, Secretary

5/17/06

