MINUTES OF JEFFERSON CUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006

The Chairman brought the meeting to order at Willow Pond at 7:00 p.m.  Tom Love gave the invocation. The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Chairman explained that Rev. Hanks was absent due to being elected President of the Friends of the Library of Jefferson County.

Roll call:

State Committee Woman, Wendy Moss – EA

State Committee Man, Tom Love - P

Prec. 1

Karen Knox EA – Committeeman Vacant
Prec. 2

Warner & Norma Wilson were both P

Prec. 3

Vacant (Both)
Prec. 4

Frank Blow – P; Virginia Blow –  P; John Culbreath, Alt. – P Barbara Culbreath, Alt – P. 
Prec. 5

Gus Delaney, UA; Bob Davison – P; Susan Rissman – EA; Helen Love – EA

Prec. 6

Clyde & Diane Simpson – P

Prec. 7

Ron & Pat Smith – P

Prec. 8

Fred Beshears – P; Nancy Smawley Resigned – Vacancy now exists.

Prec. 9

David and Merry Ann Frisby – P

Prec. 10
Bethany Kemp and James Muchovej  - P

Prec. 11
Beth Hunt – P 
Prec. 12
Fred Williams and Marjorie Zylstra P

Prec. 13
Tim and Suzanne Peary – UA



Alt. Curt Kiser – P Alternate Sally Kiser - P
Prec. 14
Russell Connell – P; Sarah King – UA

Prec. 15
Ron Safford and Ann Hatcher both Present

The Chairman welcomed our guests, Richard Gunnels, William Burger, Patricia and Arthur Morthier, Jeanne Morithier and Baby Julian, Bobby Jo Babb, Marilyn McSorly, Lou and Ray McPherson, Bill Grant, Toby Ward and Roger Murphy.

The next order of business was accepting the November minutes. A motion was made, and a 2nd given to accept the minutes.  The vote was unanimous for accepting the minutes.

Beth Hunt gave the Treasurer’s Report for November.  We had a beginning Balance of $10,845.34. 
After contributions and expenditures, we were left with a balance of $9,502.26.  December’s report began with a beginning balance of $11,432.26 (as there were expenses still left to pay). Contributions and expenses left us with an ending balance of $11,126.98.  A motion was made and a 2nd received to accept the Treasurer’s report. The vote was a unanimous affirmative.

Announcements

The Chair had a bit of bad news.  Brook Coleman resigned. We have no North Florida area Representative.  James Muchovej resigned as Membership Committee Chairman in November.

Good news is that Franklin Hatcher has received a Gubernatorial appointment to the Appalachee Regional Planning Committee effective December 2005. 

Ellen Sands, from Dixie County announced her candidacy against Will Kendrick and the Chairman hopes to have her at a meeting in the near future, perhaps with Madison County.  

The State Republican Party of Florida meeting will be held in Orlando at the end of this week, and the Chairman, State Committeeman and State Committeewoman will be attending with several other members.  

At the November meeting we talked about Bill Grant and Fred Mosley, Lewis Brinson, all Democrats, and the meeting delegation from our membership would attend.  The great news is that Bill Grant has SWITCHED parties and is with us tonight!  At this point, the membership all gave Mr. Grant a hearty welcome!

The Chairman announced that Renee Smawley has resigned but wants to be involved as much as she can be.  She suffered a serious accident a year ago and then she broke her hip.  Her position in Precinct 8 is vacant.

Regarding the other vacancies, the Chairman said there are some districts where we have more than one person who wants to be involved.  The Chairman has established a committee that Ron Smith will C hair – the Precinct Vacancy Committee.  The Chair hopes before the end of the evening that those interested in these positions will see Secy. Kemp and sign up. [William Burger of Prect. 1, Toby Ward of Prec. 9, Ray and Lou McPherson of Prect. 11, and Roger Murphy of Prec. 15 signed up.]

COMMITTEEE REPORTS

Fundraising – Ron Safford, Chairman, reported the good news that sponsorships raised $6,500 from Sponsorship Program.  He said there is a beautiful 4-color mailing piece that Ron would like to send first class postage, instead of bulk mail. This will help us to purge our mailing list.  Ron said we need  $600 for this.  A motion was made to fund this expenditure, and a 2nd given.  The vote was a unanimous affirmative passage.

The next report was on Communications by Chairman Tom Love.  Tom reminded the membership of the newsletter that the members should have received at the end of 2005.  He said the committee is working hard to get the databases updated to give the most effective support to candidates.

Tom also reported on behalf of his wife that we would be very involved in candidates for local races in 2006.  Twenty people showed up at the meeting Tom held on Jan. 16 and he is most grateful for the participation.  He said there are seven races that come up for election in 2006, two county commissioners, 3 school board members and two city council races this year.  The committee is taking a close look at these races to see which ones they want to participate in.  All of these races will be tough.  

Tom asked the members to inform him if they hear any rumors, etc. on someone who will NOT be running in 2006 so the committee has that information.

Tom said we can have a Republican forum and have candidates come to our meetings so we can get clear definitions on how they stand on issues sensitive to Republicans.

The next order of business the Chairman covered was Joe Land’s idea for news articles “Why I am a Republican.”  These have been very well received.  Carl Hanks and Brian Hayes have already been published and on Friday, Jan. 20 Merry Ann Frisby’s will be published.

These articles are giving us a good foundation.  The matching funds have been received for 2005, and we started Jan. 1st, 2006 with all new receipts that will go towards the matching funds for 2006.

Chairman Simpson asked Joe Land to develop a strategy that would help us accomplish the most in membership.  He then turned the meeting over to Joe and he explained the “Switch Campaign Proposal.”  The total budget for this will be $4,500.00.  This plan is a three-month plan.  Joe explained Republicans are outnumbered 3 ½ - 4 to one.  We must solve this problem if we are to begin to win elections.  We have got to find people to switch.

Joe is willing to Chair this particular project, but requires volunteers to make this work.  If we are not willing to work hard it will not work.  Joe needs commitment from volunteers.  He handed out “2006 Membership Drive” volunteer sheets and asked that they are filled out and returned to him this evening so he knows how committed we are to help with this project.

Joe wants to push yard signs “Are you Sure you are not a Republican?” These signs are just to get the message across.  Joe needs a sign chairman and volunteers to put up the signs, and make sure the signs are still there in two weeks!  Mr. Sutphin offered to buy the wooden posts that hold the signs. Joe thanked him for the $150.00 contribution to do this.

Joe will also need a mailing committee. He also proposed buying a “Switch Booth” that would be used at outdoor events such as the Watermelon Festival and Walk for Life.  The cost of an 8’ x 8’ booth with a canopy and a banner will be $700.00.  He also needs folks to man the booth at the events.

The toughest part of Joe’s plan will be the precinct walk. Face-to-face meetings with everyone will help switch folks.  Joe said the next thing is that all of us should become “Switch Maniacs!”

A motion was made and a 2nd given to accept Joe’s plan and the vote passed unanimously in the affirmative.

Ron Smith suggested a “door hanger” if folks aren’t home when we do the walk, and this was enthusiastically received. The addition of the door hanger also passed unanimously.

The next order of business was a report by Diane Simpson on the gifts given to Brynwood folks as our Christmas project.  She collected $268.00 and they were able to buy clothing articles for 25 people!  Hr committee delivered these gifts personally and they were very well received and made a lot of people very happy.  Diane thanked the membership for their participation.

Ron Smith recommended an article in the The Tallahassee Democrat, and also a book by Sean Hannity “DELIVER US FROM EVIL.”

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bethany Kemp, Secretary
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