Minutes of the Jefferson County Republican Party Meeting
Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Attendees:  Fred Beshears,  John Culbreath, Bob Davison, Merry Ann Frisby, Ann Hatcher, Beth Hunt, Bethany Kemp, Tom & Helen Love, Wendy Moss, Corwin Padget, Ron Safford, Clyde & Diane Simpson, Norma & Warner Wilson, Fred Williams
Excused: Virginia & Frank Blow, Russell Connell, David Frisby, Tim & Suzanne Peary, Steven & Susan Rissman, Ron & Pat Smith, James Muchovej, Marjorie Zylstra and Karen Knox
Absent:  Sarah King, Michael Long, Renee Smawley
Guests:  Rev. & Mrs. Carl Hanks
Chairman Simpson convened the meeting at 7:02 p.m., opening with the invocation by Rev. Hanks, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Chairman asked that checks for the dinner before our meetings be made payable to the “Willow Pond General Store.”  He said that food supplies, preparation and service costs approximately $5.38 per person.  By charging $10.00 per person, we clear $4.62 for the JCRP with every dinner served.   This was the cost of the April dinner.  Each month the cost will vary with the menu.
The Chairman asked that we “bring a friend” to dinner.  He also asked that the RSVPs be given in a timely manner so an appropriate amount of food can be ordered.

The Chair stated that the JCRP raised $3,200.00 the first quarter.  We only needed $2,333 to get the maximum matching funds from the state party.

The next order of business was approving the Minutes from the meeting of April 19.  They were approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report

Beth Hunt reported a beginning balance of $3,329.85.  We received $65.00 in contributions, giving us a balance of $3,394.85.  We still have not paid the $500.00 for the police to cover the Emancipation Parade.  After fulfilling that obligation, we will have a balance of $2,894.85.

The Treasurer’s Report was approved as read.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMUNICATION:  Tom Love said there is nothing new to report.

CONSTITUTION/ETHICS:   Ron Safford asked those present if they had any comments about the draft constitution that was handed out at last month’s meeting.  One concern was raised about needing two signatures to cash a check.  After discussion, it was decided to strike the sentence requiring two signatures.  The motion was made to accept the draft constitution as read with exception of striking the sentence requiring two signatures.  A second was received and the motion passed unanimously. 
Membership:   There was no report as Dr. Muchovej was not present.

Volunteer Committee:  Helen Love had nothing new to report.

Women’s Republican Club:  Merry Ann Frisby told the committee that Susan Rissman suggested that the Women’s Republican Club offer a $100 scholarship for a student of Jefferson County High School.  They raised the money, and the scholarship was presented to Stacey Campbell on May 12 at the Jefferson County High School.  Ms. Campbell was very surprised at the presentation and she will be going into Cosmetology, and will use the money to help finance her education.  

Outreach:  No report.
Fundraising:  Chairman Ron Safford deferred to Wendy Moss for the report as she is organizing an annual “Ag Day” that will start next year.  Wendy asked Fred Beshears for his input as to what he feels the community would like to include in such an event.  The two of them will brainstorm on the subject.
The Barn Dance and BBQ plans are progressing nicely.  The services of “Encore” have been finalized.  Corwin Padget and Helen Love will be helping Ron and Wendy with this event.  It  event will be Saturday, July 23rd from 6-10:00 p.m.  Wendy would like Tom to write a letter to all Republicans in the county to let them know it is coming up.  Wendy will do the art work for everything else.  Joe Land has volunteered to pay for printing the tickets, if necessary.  The food will be about $6.00 a person.  The band will cost $500.00.  Tickets are to be $15.00 per person.  Ann Hatcher said tickets will be available at the next meeting.  She also suggested we sell tickets at the Barn Dance and BBQ during the Watermelon Festival on June 10.  Everyone thought that was a great idea!
Wendy talked a bit about next year’s Ag event.  There will be hay rides, cotton candy, and perhaps crafts.  

Clyde said we will be brainstorming for this event during the next few months. Commissioner Bronson has said he will be here during the evening activities.  

Announcements:  The Governor appointed Teresa Tinker, a Jefferson County Republican, to be the legislative liaison for Jefferson County on the Legislative Transportation and Economic Development Committee.  The Chairman plans to begin a dialogue with Mrs. Tinker.
There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Bethany Kemp
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